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Community Hospital 

Today 
The present Eagle Lake 

Community Hospital 
replaced a structure which 
was constructed in 1941 by 
Dr. J.R. Laughlin. The 
hospital was opened on 
June 14, 1942 as the 
Laughlin Memorial Hospital 
in memory of Dr. J.R.'s 
father, John Rufus 
laughlin. _ 

Dr. J.R. Laughlin. later 
was joined by his brother, 
Dr. J.C. Laughlin in the 
operation of the clinic. Dr. 
J.R. and Dr. J.C. and later 
Dr. R. R. Thomas com­

pleted the medical staff of 
the local hospital. 

Mrs. Grace Dornon 
Towell was the first 
superintendent of nurses of 
the Laughlin Memorial 
Hospital and she was joined 
on the staff by Mrs. Oleta 
Hardy, Mrs. E.Y. Ginn and 
Miss Enos Moss. 

, In 1967 the Laughlins and 
Dr. Thomas turned over 
operation of the hospital to 
the Eagle Lake Community 
Hospital Foundation, a 
non-proRt organization and 
in 1969 plans were started 

for a fund drive to erect the 
present new building and 
its facilities. 

Today, portions of the old 
hospital and clinic are still 
being used. Ugarte Clinic 
occupies the space which 
WM the newest addition to 
(he Laughlin Memorial 
Hospital and Laughlin 
Clinic occupies the old clinic 
space. 

In May of 1973 citizens of 
this community staged a 
"Dr. J.R. Day" in 
recognition of his 42 years 
of outstanding service to 

New officers of the Pink Ladies are seated, from left, Viola Zboril, 
treasurer; Letha Lundquist, secretary; and Sidney Sheldon, president. Back 
row from left, Willie Moore, Mittie McBride, Barbara Davidson, second vice 
presient; Eunice Frnka, public relations and immediate past president; 
Elanor McCreary, vice president, and Jack Harrell, hospital administrator. 

the community. Dr. J.R.' 
retired shortly afterward 
when his son. Dr. Curtis 
Laughlin, came to Eagle 
Lake to practice in Laughlin 
Associates. 

FIVE YEAR 
COMMUNITY EFFORT 
It took five years of 

diligent planning, hard 
work, and cooperation by 
hundreds of persons, but 
the efforts were well 
rewarded when the Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital 
was dedicated on Sunday, 
March 23, 1975. 

It was in 1969 that the 
citizens of Eagle Lake and 
surrounding communities 
began to realize that the 
hospital which had served 
this community since 1942 
under Ihe ownership of Dr. 
J.R. Laughlin and later un 
der the administration of 
the Eagle Lake Community 
Hospital Board were 
becoming too small and 
outdated. 

^ new hospital needed to 
be built in order to conform 
to the regulations of the 
Medicare and Medicaid 
state and feder'al 
requirements. 

Planning was sti^ed by 
the board of the Community 
Hospital with the advice 
and consultation of Doctors 
J.R. Laughlin. J.C. 
Laughlin and R. R. Thomas. 

LAND DONATED 
In December of 1969 it 

was announced by the 
board that Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
L. McCreary and family and 
Mrs. Bruce McCarly had 
made a gift of nine acres of 
land on Austin Road on the 
western edge of the city 
limits of Eagle Lake as a 
site for the construction of a 
new hospital. 

In that same year the 
board hired the architec 
tural firm of page, 
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Southerland and Page of 
Austin to make proposed 
plans and sketches for the 
construction of a new 
facility. 

Tentative plans were 
made for the constructionjof 
a new 35-bed hospital to 
serve the needs of the 
community and a fund drive 
was organized. 

$550,000 CONTRIBUTED 
IN FIVE MONTHS 

Final plans were made 
for a fund-raising campaign 
lo begin on January 1,1970 
to raise $550,000 to match 
ananUgmated grant of an 
Tt̂ qilSl amount from the 
federal Hill-Burton 
program. 

David R. Wintermann 
and J.H. Clipson agreed to 
serve as co-chairmen of the 
fund drive and the First 
National Bank of Eagle 
Lake got the campaign un­
derway with a $10,000 
check. 

The fund drive moved 
rapidly under the excellent 
leadership of the finance 
chairmen and by Ma'ch 15, 
1970 it had passed the 
$400,000 mark. A $75,000 
contribution from the 
Moody Foundation on May 
1 assisted in increasing the 
collection by mid May to 
$550,000 and on May 28 of 
1970 application was made 
lo the State Board of Health 
for a matching grant for the 
erection of the $1.25 million 
facility. 

H-B FUND SETBACK 
In 1970 President 

Richard Nixon vetoed $2.7 
billion in fund^ including 
allocations to the Hill 
Burton program. But some 
time thereafter the House 
and Senate successfully 
overrode the veto and funds 
were released for con­
tinuation of the hospital 
construction program. 

\ 
G(K)D NEWS 

In November of 1972 the 
good news arrived that the 
State,Board of Health had 
announced its approval of a 
$600,000 grant from the 
Hill Burton program for 
construction of the new 
Eagle Lake Community 
Hospital. 

Plans and specifications 

went to the bidders in late 
1972 and bids for construc­
tion were opened on 
January 24. 1973. With 
representatives of the ar­
chitectural firm, the local 
board of directors and the 
architect for the Texas 
State Department of 
Health, William Saunders, 
on hand bids were opened 
in the Community Center 

A & A Construction Co. 
of Victoria was the low bid­
der on the base bid of 
$586,200. Har-Con of 
Houston was low bidder for 
combined heating, ven­
tilation, air conditioning 
and plumbing with a bid of 
$391,000; Moeller Electric 
Co. of Brenham was low 
bidder for electrical work 
with a bid of $147,722; 
Kitchen Fabricating Co. of 
Houston bid $40,482 for kit­
chen equipment and the 
board added $1,691 for car­
peting in a dining^ area, 
making the total bid 
$1,167,004. 

Additional expenses ad­
ding lo the cost included 
$93,360 for the eight per 
cent architect fee based on 
the bids; plus another 
$100,000 for moveable 
equipment making the 
original estimated total 
costs of the hospital in the 
vicinity of $1,360,364. 
Additions and increases in 
costs of equipment then 
boosted the total to around 
the $1,550,000 mark. 

GROUND BREAKING 
Ground wa.s broken to of­

ficially kick off the con­
struction program on 
March 28. 1973. Dr. J.R. 
Laughlin, senior member of 
the medical staff, and Mrs. 
Earl Rodgers, Jr., the 
president of the Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital's 
board of directors, had the 
honor of turning the first 
shovel of dirt for the 
project. Dedication of the 
hospital was to be almost 
two years to the date of the 
groundbreaking ceremony. 

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 
TODAY 

Today the Eagle Lake 
Communtiy Hospital is a 
full service, short term, 
acute care facility which of­
fers medical, surgical and 
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obstetrical services. There 
also is an emergency room 
manned by the hospital's 
staff physicians. 

With the completion soon 
of the new wing, the Eagle 
Lake Community hospital 
will total 47 beds and main­
tain two labor rooms. Other 
services offered at the 
hospital include full out­
patient physical and 
inhalation therapy and a fUll 
time hospital pharmacist. 

Another service which is 
of particular value is the 
hospital's utilization of the 
"LifeFlite" service offered 
by Herman Hospital in 
Houston. Th£ .baMPfW^ 
which is located just to the 
side of the parking lot 
provides a quick, easy trip 
for the patient from the 
hospital to the helicopter. 

One area of service to the 
citizens of the community 
which is of particular pride 
to the hospital personnel is 
that of the relationship the 
hospital and doctors have 
with out-of-town specialists. 
The hospital feels it is im­
portant to be able to serve 
patients in need of surgery 
and with other major 
medical needs "at home," 
when possible, rather than 
sending the patient to 
Houston hospitals. 

Not only does this save 
the patient money, but it 
offers the security of being 
in a familiar place with 
familiar people, while main­
taining high quality care 
equal to that of Houston 
hospitals and with the ex­
pertise of specialists. 

Of prime importance to 
the functioning of any 
hospital is its equipment 
necessary for diagnosis and 
treatment and many times, 
life saving. Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital is very 
pround of its equipment, 
much of which has been 
donated by the Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital 
Auxilary. 

Two new pieces of equip­
ment which will soon be in 
use at the hospital and 
which the Auxiliary 
provided are the fetal heart 
monitor and the equipment 
for mammography. 

One of the advanced 
pieces of equipment used by 
the hospital is the com­

puterized elec­
trocardiograph (EKG). Thi« 
piece of equipment can be 
rolled into any room and at­
tached to the patient as 
with any EKG. However, 
the data is sent via 
telephone lines by the in­
strument to the main com­
puter bank in Beaumont. 

Within five minutes a 
complete status report of 
the patient's heart func­
tions is received by 
physicians at the hospital. 
This service is available 24 
hours a day. 365 days » 
year. If the physician here 
so desires an overread can 
be requested. This service 
provides a personal study of 
the EKG by a specialist in 
Beaumont and is received 
by the hospital's physician 
the next day. 

One distinct advantage of 
this computerized service is 
that information concerning 
each patient's heart func­
tion is stored in Beaumont. 
.When the next EKG is pet-
formed, the computer not 
only will send the current 
data but will make a serial 
analysis of any differences 
between the current data 
and past data. Physicians 
can then determine if a par­
ticular condition is growing 
worse or improving. 

This same service, with 
slight variances, is also 
available with the elec-
troenchephlagram or EEC. 

HOSPITAL IS 
NON-PROFIT 

Eagle Lake Community 
Hospital is a non profit 
hospital, belonging to the 
people of the community 
and operated by the Board 
of Directors of the 
Foundation. This board of 
directors operates without 
any monetary 
remuneration as a com­
munity service. 

Current Directors are W. 
W. Shuart, president; W.H. 
Harrison, chairman of t)ie 
executive committee; 
William Lehrer, vice-
pres ident ; Charles 
Stephens, treasurer; Bob 
Ashby, secretary; Anthony 
Kallina, Wayne Corman, 
Steve Balas and Mrs. Fred 
(Eunice) Frnka. 
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At the time of the 
organization of what would 
•on\e day be First 
Presbyterian Church, Eagle 
Lake was still cleaning up 
the wreckage from the July 
21.1909 hurricane. 

Mrs. E.W. (Luella) Hanly 
helped to organize a group 
of area residents in a Bible 
study. The meeting was 
held by lamplight because 
power had not yet been 
restored to the city. 
Despite the fact that nearly 
every home and business in 
town suffered some 
damage, attendance was 
good. 

On Wednesday. August 
11. 1909. the Reverends 
L.E. Selfridge of Bay City 

~ and G.W. Storey of Houston 
began holding services in 
Eagle Lake. Within two 

- days, on Friday the 13th. 
the congregation was 
organized with 11 charter 
members. They were: 

Mrs. Nina Via. Mrs. D.B. 
Smith. Mrs. Lois Metcalf. 
Mrs. Luella Hanly. Walter 
.F. Brown. Mrs. Walter F. 
Brown. Mrs. B.C. Smith. 
E.P. Via. George Bedford. 
James Wright, and Mrs. Ida 
Mae Ernest. Two of the fir­
st children baptized still are 
members today — Misses 
Dicey and Jessie Wright.. 

Services were first held 
on the 4th Sunday of each 
month, usually in the homes 
of the members or at the 
local movie theatre. Early 
on. the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Eagle Lake of 
fered the use of their sanc­
tuary. By the end of the fir 
St year the church had 22 
communicant members, a 
Sunday School of 35 per 
sons and had raised the sum 
of $232 to support its 
mission. The first pastor. 
Rev. Storey was paid a 
salary of $20 and holel ex 
penses while there each " 
month. 

At a congregational 
meeting on February 23, 
1913, it was decided to build 
a sanctuary. A site was 
purchased from George 
Keith in the 300 block of 
State Street. The building 
was begun in December of 
that year. But nature again 
intervened. Within a week, 
the worse flooding of Ihe 
Colorado River in memory 
wreaked havoc on the en­
tire county. Because of the 
heavy losses to area far­
mers, work was discon­
tinued. Work resumed in 
1916, the result being a 
brick building with a 
seating capacity or^bout 
100. Services are still held 
weekly in this building. 

The church has had three 
major renovations since its 
construction. In 1957, an 
educational building and 
kitchen were added. This is 
the area known as the 
Fellowship Hall today. In 
1955 a two story 
Educational Building was 
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was redecorated and the 
interior of the sanctuary 
was reversed, with the en 

trance moved from the 
front to the side. The san 
tuary and Fellowship H 
also were air conditioned at 
this time. A remodeling of 
the church property took 
place in 1974, the major 
work being the 
redecoration of the sanc­
tuary. Krinkle glass win 
dows were placed over 
existing windows. Plush 
red carpet was installed and 
a white drapery was hung 
at the front behind a 
wooden cross. 

From it's inception. First 
Presbyterian Church. Eagle 
Lake has placed a heavy 
emphasis upon Christian 
education. Mrs. E.W. Hanly 
was the first teacher in the 
Sunday School. She con 
tinued to teach the faith to 
generations of members for 
over 40 years. 

In October. 1940 the 
church organized an out 
post Sunday School at 
Matthews. Texas. Classes 
were held there from 
1940 1955 under the leader 
ship of Mrs. Louise Brunner 
and assisted by Mr. A.J. 
Struss. In 1955 the mem 
bers of the outpost voted to 
discontinue meetings at 
Matthews and go to Eagle 
Lak^ for services and 
Sunday School. 

Vacation Bible School has 
been an annual educational 
project of the church from 
1950 to the present. Since 
1973, First Presbyterian 
has joined with other local 
churches to conduct a com­
munity Bible School during 
the summer months. 

Without a doubt, the 
driving force in First 
Presbyterian Church has 
been the Women of the 
Church, formerly called the 
Women's Auxilary. They 
were organized at the same 
lime as the church. They 
began meeting with three 
members, but as the church 
grew so did the -women's 
group. Upon completion of 
the sanctuary, they began 
meeting on Tuesdays, a 
custom which is still obser­
ved. 

Perhaps onê of their best 
known and loved activities 
was quilting. Until the mid­
dle of the 1960's the Women 
of the Church made 
numerous quills for or­
phanages and schools. The 
W.O.C. has been strongly 
motivated' towards 
ecumenical projects , 
especially the White Cross 
program and other local and 
foreign mission projects. 
They have been active in 
World Day of Prayer ser­
vices since 1947. Their 
devotion, study of the 
Scriptures, and I heir ser­
vice lo the church and 
world has been an in­
spiration for the entire 
congregation. . 

First Presbyter ian 
Church has been served 
ably over the years by a 
number* ..of . dedicaled_ 
pastors. In the early d^ys 
the church had to rely on 
supply pastors. These men 

were sent dy the 
Presbyterian Church. 
Austin Seminary, and other 
Presbyterian congrega­
tions. 

One of the best loved of 
these "circuit preachers" 
was the Rev. T.C. Johnston, 
1916-1923. Over the years, 
the church has had some 
outstanding supply pastors 
who have gone on to 
professorships at 
Princeton, Columl)ia. 
University of Texas as well 
as to various Presbyterian 
seminaries and influential 
pulpits in Houston, Dallas. 
Fort Worth, Odessa, 
Austin, New Orleans. New 
York and Washington, D.C. 

Among the full-time 
pastors to ser.ve the 
Presbyterian Church'In 
Eagle Lake were: Rev. E. 
W. Mitchell. 1924-26; Rev. 
Ernest Deutch, 1931 32; 
Rev. W. M. Logan, 1935 39; 
Rev. T. B. Anderson. 
194-1-44; Rev. Marion 
Reynolds, 1945-47; Rev. J. 
Robert Durway, 1948 54; 
Rev. W. W. Beale, 1954 57; 
and Rev. J. Olen Kennell, 

^972-79. -r-:.?^,-; ^ 
The ctfrrenT'paStor is 

Rev. Michael J. Barron, 
who was ordained in the 
Eagle Lake Presbyterian 
Sanctuary on August 17, 
1980. 

CURRENT ACTIVITIES 
First Presbyter ian 

Church at present has an 
active and growing 
children's department, of 
which we are particularly 
proud. Their program is 
coordinated by Mrs. 
William Brunner. Sr. and 
Mrs. Frank Tate. The 
children conduct their own 
worship and Bible Study, as 
well as participate in all 
aspects of church life. 

They are best noted for 
their boundless enthusiasm 
and limitless energy! The 
children are also generous 
givers to our mission 
causes. If a special offering 
is lo be taken, the kids give 
generously of their resour­
ces, often contributing ten 
percent or more of the of­
fering received from the 
entire church. Parents of 
these children report that 
loose change is non-existent 
in their homes for weeks 
before the actual offering is 
taken. 

For this and their many 
other contributions lo the 
life of our church, especially 
for their laughter and 
liveliness, we are most 
grateful for our children's 
participation in the life of 
our congregation. 

Currently , First 
Presbyterian Church is 
governed by a Session of 
nine Elders. The pastor, 
Mike Barron, carries the 
lilies Moderator and 
Teaching Elder. The Ruling 
Elders compose the 
sifiljberatiye, bodŷ  of^our 
congregation. They are 
Mrs. M.MT Jones iClerk of 
Session). Mrs. Michael 

Cooper (Treasurer). Mr. 
William "Ted" Brunner .'Sr., 
Mr. George R. Burke, Jr., 
Mrs. J.H. Clipson, Jr., Wrs. 
William Kemper 
(President, Women of the 
Church), Mr. Davis. R. 
Waddell, and Mr. Rayihond 
Waddell. 

The Session provides 
spiritual leadership and 
oversight on behalf of the 
congregation. They also are 
responsible for the 
establishment of all church 
programs. 

Among recent programs 
authorized by the Session 
to be held on our premises 
and supported by them are 
Cooking Classes conducted 
by the county Extension 
Homemaking Director, an 
Infant Stimulation program 

for "at risk" children con 
ducted by Travis Slate 
School and'l'he Department 
of Mental Retardation, and 
most recently, the use of 
our facilities for the 
establishment of a Senior 
(Citizens Nutrition Program 

•*for Eagle Lake, belter 
known as Meaî on Wheels. 

, W(K PRESIDENTS 
1921 192.5, Mrs. J.O. 

Rodders; 1926 1929, Mrs. 
A.L. Baring.; 1930 1931, 
Mrs. A.L. Wahrmund; 
1932 1933. Mrs. A.4. 
Struss; 19?4 1935, Mrs. 
Wm. Waddell; 1936-1937 
Mrs. • uella HSniy; 1938 
1939, Mrs. Edgar Baring; 
19401941, Mrs. Wm. 
Waddell; 19421944, Mrs.. 
T.P. Haley; 194.5 1946, Mrs. 

E.M. Smith; 1947 49. Mrs. 
J.C. Willis; 1950 1951, Mrs. 
T.P. Haley; 1951 1952, Mrs. 
Wm. Waddell. 

!9.52 1954, Mrs. M.M. 
Jones; 1955 1956, Mrs. 
W.C.Adcock; 1957 1958. 
Mrs. S.S. Sinclair; 1959 
1960, Mrs. George 
Kretzchmar; 1961 1%2, 
Mrs. W.J, Brunner; 1963 
1964, Mrs. Joe S. Reed, Jr.; 
1965 1966, Mrs. George 
Krelzsrhmar; 1967 1968, 
Mrs. W.J. Brunner; 1%9 
197o, Mrs. Ray mono 
Waddell; 1971. Mrs. J.H. 
Ware; 1972 1973. Mrs. G.R. 
Burke. Jr.; 1974 197.5, Miss 
Dicey Wright. 

1976 1978, Mrs. Joe S. 
Reed, Jr.; 1979 1980, Mrs. 
W.J. Brunner; 1981, Mrs. 
J-.H.-Ware; 1982. Mrs. 

-William Kemper. •.——— 

The Presbyterian fellowship of Eogle 
Lake joins with the rest of the city in 
expressing joy and thanksgiving as we-
gather to celebrate our community. 
Presbyterians have long believed in fhe 
possibility of a community founded on t h^ 
reliance upon God's grace and dedicated l o 
the manifestation among all persons of the 
compassion and justice of God, as 
experienced by humankind in Jesus Christ. 

Looking towards this goal, we rejoice 
with Eagle Lake as she celebrates the good 
in her, we urge reconciliation in those 
areas'where she has been deficient, and 
we look forward to the renewal of our 
entire community as we all strive to make 
Eagle Lake a better place for all her 
citizens. 

Pink Ladies They give of 
their time and of .them­
selves 

The Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital is in­
deed fortunate to have a 
group of ladies as dedicated 
to a cause as the members 
of the Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital 
Auxiliary — more fondly 
know as the "Pink Ladies." 

Since the group's 

organization in November 
of 1967 under the guidance 
of Mrs. W. W. (Carey) 
Shuart. the ladies have 
strived to assist with the 
improvement of services to 
patients. offer en­
couragement and support 
to patients and their 
families, and assist with the 
purchase of mafty of the 
major pieces of equipment 
and room furnishings at the 

hospital. 
Prior to its most recent 

purchases of a fetal heart 
monitor and mammograph, 
the auxilary had donated 
$27,332.21 to the hospital. 

Of outs tanding 
significance is the number 
of hours the ladies And to 
serve the citizens of their 
community. To date the 
number of hours well ex­
ceeds 35.000 and continues 

to rise daily as the ladies go 
about meeting the needs of 
patients, families and 
hospital personnel. 

The poem "Why Be a. 
Volunteer" found on this' 
page appears in the 
auxiliary yearbook and 
depicts just how the ladies 
feel about their elected 
means of service their 
fellow man. 

WHY BE A VOLUNTEER? 

It's not for money, it's not for fame; 
It's not for any personal gain. 
It's not for love of fellowman, 
It's just to lend a helping hand, 
It's just to givt a llih« of self, 

That's something you can't buy with wealth, 
It's not for medals worn with pride 
It's not for that feeling deep inside 
It's that regard down in your heart. 
It's feeling thai you l^ave a part 
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