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Community Hos

The present Eagle Lake
Community Hespital
replaced a sirocture which
was constructed in 1941 by
Dr. J.R. Laughlin. The
hospital was opened on
June 14, 1942 as the
Laughlin Memorial Hospital
in memory of Dr. J.R.'s
father, Johm  Rofus
Laughlin. _

Dr. J.R. Laughlin, later
was jolned by his brother,
Der. J.C. Laughlin in the
operation of the clinie. Dr.
J.R. and Dr. J.C. and later

e e e L .

Today

pleted the medical siaff of
the loeal hospital.

Mrs. Grace Dornon
Towell was. the first
superintendent of nurses of

the Laughlin Memarial
Hospital and she was joined
on the stafl by Mrs. Dleta
Hardy, Mrs. E.Y. Ginn and
Miss Enos Moss.

. In 1967 the Laughlins and

Dr. Thomas turned over
operation of the hospital o
the Eagle Lake Community
Hospital Foundation, a
non-profit organization and

Dr. R. B. Thomas ¢om- in 1968 plans were started

for & lund drive to ereel the
present new building and
its Tacilities.

Today, purtions of the old
hospital and clinie are still
being used. Ugarte Clinic
occupies the space which

the newest addition to
Laughlin Memaorial
Hospital and Laughlin
Clinic occupies the old clinie

pare.

In May of 1973 citizons of
this community staged a
“Dr. J.R. Day" in
recognition of his 42 years
ol autstanding service Lo

New officers of the Pink Ladies are seated, from left, Viela Zboril,
treasurer; Letha Lundquist, secretary; and Sidney Sheldon, president. Back
row from left, Willie Moare, Mittie MeBride, Barbara Davidson, second viee
presient; Eunice Frnka, public relations and immediate past president.
Flanor MeCreary, viee president, and Jack Harrell, hospital administrator.

Eagle Lake

Community Hospital

wishes to express their
gratitude for the many
~services provided by

—

Skiliiicle Lok o
Community Hospital

pital

the eommunity. Dr. J.R.
retired shortly afterward
when his son, Dr. Curtis
Laughlin, eame to Eagle
Lake to practice in Laughlin
Axsoriates.

FIVE YEAR

COMMUNITY EFFORT

It took five years of
diligent planning, hard
work, and cooperation by
bhundreds of persons, but
the efforts were well
rewarded when the Eagle
Lake Community Hospital
was dedicated on Sunday,
March 23, 1975

[t was in 1968 that the
citizens of Eagle Lake and
surrounding. communities
began to realize that the
hospital which had served
this eommunily since 1942
under the vwnership of Dr.
J.R. Laughlin and later un-
der Lhé administration af
the Eagle Lake Community
Hospital Board were
becoming oo small and
outdated

A new hospital peeded to
be built in erder to conform
to the regulations of the

Southerland and Page of
Austin to make proposed
plans and sketches for the
consiruction of a new
{neility

Tentative plans were
made for the const run'iinnj}f
4 new 36-bed hospital to
sorve Lhe needs of the
community and a fund drive
wis organized.

§350,000 CONTRIBUTED
IN FIVE MONTHS
Final plans were made
for o fund- raising eampaign
to begin on January 1, 1870
to raise $650,000 to match

Medieare and Mediosid 48 apligipated grant of an
state and ledéral T4 tmounf-from the
. : federal Hill-Burton

requirements

Planning was started by
the hoard of the Community
Hospital with the advice
and consuliation of Doelors
J.R Laughlin, J.C
Laughlin and R. R. Thomas.

LAND IMMNATED

In December of 1968 i
was announced by the
haard that Mr. and Mrs. Joe
L. MeCreary and family and
Mrs. Bruce McCariy had
made a gift of nine acres aof
land on Austin Road on the
western edge of the city
limits of Eagle Lake as n
siie for the cofslruction of &
new hospital

In that same year the
board hired the architee
iural Tirm of Page,

program

David H, Wintermann
and J.H. Clipson agreed (o
serve as co-chairmen of the
fund drive and the First
National Bank of Eagle
Lake gol the campaign un
derway with a $10,000
rheck

The [und drive moved
rapidiy under the excellent
leadership of the finance
chairmen and h:q Mareh 15,
1970 it had passed the
$400,000 mark. A $75,000
conlribution from the
Moody Foundation on May
1 assisted in increasing the
collection by mid-May to
650,000 and on May 28 of
1970 application was mude
o the State Bonrd of Health
for a matching grant for the
ereclion of the il'.f'_j mitllian
[aedlity

H-B FUND SETBACK

In 1870 President
Richard Nixon vetoed $2.7
billien in {undg including
alloeations Lo the Hill
Burton program. Bul some
timeé thereafter the House
and Senate soccessiully
overrode Lhi velo and furds
woere released lor con
tinuation of the hospital
copilruchion program.

(UMM NEWS

In November of 1972 the
good news arrived thal the
Simte; Board of Health had
announeced its approval of a
$600.000 grant from the
Hill-Burton program [lor
construetion of the new
Eagle Lake Community
Hospital.

Plans and specifieations

CPAGLL LALt
COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL

wenl Lo the hidders in late
1972 and bids for construc
tion were opened on
January 24, 1973, With
representatives of Lhe ar-
chitectural firm. the |ocal
board of directors and the
architeet for Lhe Texas
State Department of
Health, William Saunders,
on hand bids were openad
in the Community Center

A & A Construction Co,
of Victoria was the low bid-
der on the base bid of
$586 200. Har-Con of
Houston was low bidder for
combined heating, wven-
tilation, air conditioning
and plumbing with a bid of
$391,000; Moeller Electric
Co. of Brenham was low
hidder for electrical work
with a hid of $147.722;
Kitchen Fabricating Co. of
Houston hid $40.482 for kit
chen equipmeni and the
board added $1,691 for car
peting in a dining, area,
making the total bid
51.167,004.

Additional expenses ad-
ding to the cost ineluded
£094 360 for the eight per
conl architeet fee based on
the bids; plus ancther
2100000 for moveable
equipment making the
original estimated total
costs of the hospital in the
YViICInILY IJI 5|.'¥F1-ﬂ.'1ﬁ-¢
Additions and increases in
costs of equipment then
boosted the total to around
the $1.550 000 mark

GROUND BREAKING

Liround wis 'ilrrlhl'ﬂ Lis uf
fieiallv kick off Lthe con
siruction program on
March 2B, 1973, Dr. J.R
Laughlin, senior member of
the medienl stalf, and Mrs

Earl Rodpers, Jr.., the
president of the Eagle Lake
Lgmmunity Hl:-npltﬂ'ﬂ
baoard of directors, had the
honor of turning the [irst
shovel of dirt for the
jiro et Dedieation of the

hospital was (o be almost
two yeurs (o the date of the
groundbreaking ceremony

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
TODAY

Today the ‘Eagle Lake

Communtiy Hospital is a

full service, shori<ierm,

acute care facility which ol-

fers medical, surgical and

ohstetrical serviees. There

also s an emMErgency room
manned by the hospital's
slafl physicians,

With the completion soon
of the new wing, the Eagle
Lake Community hospital
will total 47 beds and main
tain two labor rooms. Other
services offered at the
hospital include [ull out
patient  physical and
inhalation therapy and a full
time hospital pharmacist.

Another serviee which is
of partieular value is the
hospital's utilization of the
“LifeFlite” service offered
by Hermuan Hospital In
Houston. The hislepsd
which is located just to the
side of the parking lot
provides a quick, easy trip
for the patient from the
hospital to the helicopter.

One areaof service Lo the
citizens of the community
which is of particular pride
to the hospital personnel is
that of the relationship the
hospital and doctors have
with oul-of-town specialists.
The huﬂprlal feels it is im
portant to be able to serve
patients in need of surgery
and with other major
medical needs “st home,”
when possible, rather than
sending the patient to
Houston hospitals.

Mol only does this save
the patient money, but it
offers the security of being
in & familiar place with
familiar people, while main-
taining high guality care
egual to that «f Houston
hospitals and with the ex-
pertise of specialists.

Of prime importance Lo
the functioning of any
hospital is its equipment
necessary for diagnosis and
trestment and many times,
life-saving. Eagle Lake
Community Hospital is very
pround of its equipmant,
much of which has been
donated by the Eagle Lake
Community Hospital
Auxilary.

Two new pieces of equip-
ment which will soon be in
use at the hospital and
which the Auxiliary
provided are the fetal heart
monitor and the equipment
for mammography.

Une of the advanced

pleces of equipment used by
the hospital is the com-

puterized eloe-
trocardiograph (EKG). This
piece of equipment can be
rolled into any room and at-
tached Lo the patieni as
with any EKG. However,
the data s sent  via
telephone lines by the in-
strument to the main eom-
puter bank in Beaumont

Within five minutes a
eomplete status report of
the patient's heart fune-
tions is received by
hysicians at the hospital.
his service is available 24
hours a day, 365 days &
year, Il the physician here
so desires an overread ¢an
be requested. This service
provides s personal study of
the EKG by a specialist in
Beaumont and is received
by the hospital's physician
the next day.

One distinet advantage of
Lhis computerized serviee is

‘that information concerning

each patient's heart func-
tion Is stored in Beaumont.
When the next EKG is per-

formed, the computer not

only will send the current
data but will make a serial
analysis of any differences
between the current data
and past data. Physiclans
can then determine if a par
ticular condition is growing
worse or improving.

This same serviee, with
slight variances, is also
available with the elec-
troenchephlagram or EEG.

HOSPITAL IS
NON-PROFIT
Eagle Lake Community
Hospital is a non-profit
hospital, belonging to the
people of the community
and operated by the Board
of Directors of the
Foundation. This board of
directors operates without
AnYy monetary
remuneration as a com-
munity service.
Current Directors are W,
W, Shuart, president; W.H.
Harrison, chairman of the

execulive commitles;
William Lehrer, wvice-
president; Charles

Stephens, treasurer; Bob
Ashby, secretary: Anthony
Kallina, Wayne Corman,
Steve Balas and Mrs. Fred
{Eunice) Froka,

Pink ladies hospitdl's volunteer heart

Pink Ladles - They give of
their Lime and of them-
solves

The Eagle Lake
Community Hospital Is in-
deed lortunite W have a
group of ladies as dedicated
to & couse a5 the members
of the Eagle Lake
Community Hospital
Auniliary = more lnndlg
know as the “Pink Ladies.

Sinee the  group’s

—

-

organization in November
of 1967 under the guidanee
of Mes. W. W. (Carey)
Shuart, the ladies have
strived to assist with the
improvement of servicea o
patients, offer en
couragement and support
to patients and" their
families, and assist with the
purchase of many of the
major pleces of equipment
and room furnishings at Lhe

hospital,
Prior 1o its most recent
purchases of a fetal heart

monitor and mammograph,

the auxilary had donsted

$27.932.21 to the hospital.

of ouistanding
significance is the number
of hours the ladies find to
serve the citizens of their
commaunity. To date the
number of hoturs well ex-
ceeds 35,000 and continoes

WHY BE

AVOLUNTEER? . -

1t's not for money, it's not for fame;

It's not for any personal gain,
It’s not for love of fellowman,
It's just to lend a helping hand,

IUs JusT IO Ve Temenerof st

to rise daily as the ladies go
shout meeting the needs of
patients, [amilies and
bospital personnel.

The poem "Why Be a

Volunteer™ found on this

page appears in  the
auxiliary yearbook and
depicts just how the ladies
feel aboui their elected
moeans of service their
{ellow man.

First Presbyterian Church
Celebrating Our Past — Anticipating Our Future

At the time of the
organization of what would
some day be Flest
Presbyterian Chureh, Eagle
Lake was still cleaning up
the wreckage (rom the July
1, 1900 hurricane.

Mrs E.W. (Luells) Hanly
helped to organize a group
of area residents in a Bible
sludy. The meeling was
held by lamplight because
power had not yel been
restored Lo Lhe eity,
Despite the fact that nearly
every home and business in

town suflered 801 &
damage, attendance was
good

On Wednesday, Augusi
11, 1809, the Reverends
LE. Sellridge of Bay City
and G.W. Storey of Houston
began holding servicés in
Eagle Lake, Within two
doys. on Friday the 13th,
the congregation was
prganized with 11 charter
members. They were:

Mri. Nina Via, Mrs. D.B
Bmith, Mrs. Loils Meteall,
Mrs. Loella H;hl}'. Walter
F. Brown, Mrs. Walter F.
Brown, Mrs. B.C. Smith,
E.P. Vin, George Redford,
James Wright, and Mrs. lda
Mae Ernest, Two of the fir
#i children baptined still are
members today — Misses
Dicey and Jessie Wright

Serviees were first held
on the 4th Sunday of each
maonth, usually in the homes
af Lthe members of al the
local movie Lheatre. Early
on, the Methodist-Episcopal
Church of Eagle Lake of
fered Lhe use of Lheir sane
tuary. By the end of the fir
st year the church had &2
communicant members, a
Sunday Sehool of 35 per
sons and had raised the sum
of $232 to support ils
mission. The firat pastar,
Rev. Storey was paid &
salary of $20 and hovel ex
penses while there each
monlh

Al a rongregational
meeting on February 23,
1913, it was decided Lo baild
A -sancluary. A Nite was
purchased (rom George
Keith in the 300 block ol
State Stresl
was begun in [December of
that year. But nature again
intervened. Within a week,
Lhe worse ﬂqm-d.iﬂh'l' ol the
Colorado River in memory
wreaked havoe on the en
Lire count _'l 1h'fhuﬂ‘ l.'I! th“'
heavy losses to area [ar
mers, work was discon
tinued, Work resumed in
1918, the result being a
brick building with a
seating capacity ofabout
100, Services are still held
weekly in this building.

The church has had three
major renovations since its
consiruction. In 1857, an
educational building and
kitchen were added. This is
the area known as the
Fellowship Hall todsy. In
1955 A two  slory
Educational Huilding was

The building

—mwided, The Fellowship Hall

wis redecorsléd and the
inlerior of Ihé saneluary
was reversed, with the en

trance moved from the
front to the side. The .
tuary and Fellownhip.m
also were air conditioned at
this time. A remodeling of
the church property took
place in 1974, the major
work being Lhe
redecoration of the sane
Luary, Krinkle glass win
dows were placed over
existing windows. Plush
red carpel was installed and
a white drapery was hung
w1 the front behind a
wooden cross,

From it's inception, First
Presbyterian Chureh, Eagle
Lake has placed a heavy
emphasis upon Christian
education. Mrs. E.W. Hanly
was the first loacher in Lhe
Sunday School. She con
tinued to teach the faith to
generations of members for
aver 40 years

In Oetober, 1840 the
church organized an out-
post. Sunday School &l
Matthews, Texas. Clasaes
were held there from
{640 1955 under the leader
shijp ol Mra. Lauise Brunner
and assisted by Mr. AL
Struss. In 1965 the mem
bers of the Ut post voled Lo
discontinue meslings al
Matihews and go to Eagle
Lake for services and
Sunday Sehool

Vacation Bible Sehool has
been an annual edueational
l;rujl-r! al the church from
1950 o the presenl. Sines
1973, First Preshyterian
has joined with other local
churches to conduct a com
munily. Bible Schoal during
the summer months

Without a doubt, the
driving foree in First
Presbyterian Church has
been the Women of the
Church, I'nrmt-:r‘i:!.' called the
Women's .“l.uttﬂl.t}' Thl.'j'
were organized ol the same
time as the church. They

" began meeting with three

membaers, bul as Lhe ehurch
grew so did the women's
grotip. Upon completion of
the sanctuary, they began
meeting on Tuesdays, n
custom which is still ohser
\I"1

!'--rh.i;.h ane of their best
known and loved activities
wiis quilting Until the mid
die of the 1980's the Women
of the Choreh made
numerous quilts for or
phanages and schools. The
W.0.C. has been strongly
motivated Lowards
gcumenical projects,
especially the White Cross
program J,ru! al hér local and
foreign mission projecls.
They have been active in
Warld Day of Prayer ser
viees sipee 1047. Their
devolion, 1I|.Jﬂj of the
Scriptures, and thear ser
vice to Lhe echureh and
warld has been an in
spiration for the entire
I‘I?I‘I.IT‘I.'RIHU“-

FirslL Presbyterian
Chureh has been served
ably over the years by a
number__of _ dedicated
pasiors. In the early days
the chureh had 10 rely on
supply pastors. These men

Were sEnL oy the
Presbyterian Chureh,
Austin Seminary, and other
Preshyterian congrega:
tions.

One of the best loved of
these “cireuil preachers”
wis the Hev. T.C. Johnston.
19161928, Uver the years,
the church has had some
outstanding supply pastiurs
who have gone on (O
prolessorships nt
Prineeton, Columbia,
University of Texis ss well
as 1o various Preabylerian
seminaries and influential
pulpits In Houston, Dallas,
Fort Waorth, Odessa,
Austin, New Orleans, New
York and W:.hh:ng‘lnh. Do

Among Lhe [(ull-time
pasiors io serye lhe
Presbyterian Chureh In
Eaple Lake weré: Rev. E.
W. Mitehell, 1924.28; Rev
Ernest Deuteh, 1931-32;
Rev. W. M ],ngnn, 196539
Rev. T. B. Anderson,
1941:44: Rev. Marion
Reynolds, 194547; Rev. J.
Robert Durway, 1948-54;
Rev. W. W. Heals, 1054-57;
and Rev. J. Olen Kennell,

M9TET

The durrenl pasior is
Rev. Michael J. Barron.
who was ordained in the
Eagle Lake Presbyterian
Sancluary on August 17,
1980

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

First Preshyterian
Church at preseni has an
active and growing
children's department, of
which we are particularly
proud. Their pregram is
coordinated by Mrs.
William Brunner, Sr. and
Mrs. Frank Tate. The
children conduct their own
worship and Bible Study, as
well as participate in all
aspects of church life

They are best noted [for
their boundless enthusiasm

and limitless energy!l- The .

children are also generous
givers te our mission
causes, I a I:.I.-l.'l‘i.ﬂ offering
is to be taken; the kids pive
generously of their resour
often contributling Len
percenl or more of the of
fering received from Lhe
entire church. Parents ol
these childrea report that
s change is non-¢xistent
in their homes for weeks
before the actual offering is
taken.

For this and their many
other contributions to the
life of our church, especially
for their |sughter and
liveliness, we are mosi
grateful for our children's
participalion in the lile of
our congregalion

Currently, First
Presbyterian Church s
m:\'rrrwd h}' i Session of
nine Elders. The pastor,
Mike Barron, carries the
titles Moderstor and
Teaching Elder. The Ruling
Elders compose the
deliberative body af our
congregation. ¢y are
Mrs. MM Jones (Clerk of
Sessionl, Mrs. Michael

s

That's somet you can't buy with wealth,
It’s not lﬂt::ih

worn with pride

It's not for that leeling deep inside
IUs that regard down in your heart,

e lll!!n[!: ap you Have s part : 4

i
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Cooper (Treasurer), Mr
William “Ted"” Branner Sr.,
Mr. George H. Burke, Jr
Mrs. J.H. Clipsan, Jr., ¥

William Kemper
(President, Women ol the
Chureh)l, Mr. Davia R
Waddell, and Mr. Raymond
Waddell

The Session |1|‘:|'Lidl"-

apiritual leadership snd
oversight on behall of the
congregation. They also are
'I'l"tF.ll’.lI'I-.llnll.- for Lhe
establishment of all church
Programs

.-"|.1|!|4||".|.': raci Al programs
avthorized by the Session
to be held on our premises
and supported by them are
Cooking Classes eondueted
by the county Extension
Homemaking Director, an
Infant Stimulation program

for “unl risk” children eon
ducted by Travis State
Sebyerrd and-the [hepartment
of Menta! Retardation. dand

most recently, the use of
our lacilities lor the
et ablithment of 8 Senior
Citizens Nutrition Program

=or Eagle

L.k

as Meals an 'Whereds

SO

WiN PRESIDENTS

:."'_': :"_': I'||1-' 1)
todeers: 1926- 1029, Mrs
Al Haring: 1930-193]
Mrs., AL, Wakrmund
1593 I’1r .\1'.'* 1'.. :-.
Buruss: 19%34-1935, Mrs
Wm. Waddell; 1986-1937
Mrs ella Hanly: 1938
1938, “lrs. Ediar Baring
| 240-1941 Mrs Wm
Waddell: 19421944, Mrs.-
T.FP. Halewv; 1945-1948 Mes

EM. Smith: 194748, Mrs
JO, Wiklin: 19501951, Mra
T.P. Haley; 1951- 1958, M
Wm. Waddel

1952 1854

Mres. M.M

Junes 19651856, Mra
W.C. Adeock 1967 1058,
Mra. 8.5 Sinelair: 1959
| 960 Mrs licorge
Eretchmar 19611962
Mre. W1 Brunner: 1563

1964, Mrs. Jow 5. Rewd. Jr

|965 1966, Mrs. George
Kreteschmar; 19471968
Mrs. W.J. BHrunner: 1969
1970 Mrs Haymond
Waddell; 1971, Mrs. J.H
Ware; 11721973, M. G.R
Burke, Jr 1974- 1975, Miss
[heey Wright

1976-1978, Mrs. Joe §
Heed, Jr.; 19791980, Mrs
W.Jl. Brunner: 1981, Mr
dH—Ware: 1982, Mrs

Woollvam I"""r"u}"r
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The Presbyterian fellowship of Eagle
Loke joins with the rest of the city in
expressing joy ond thanksgiving os we
gother fo celebrate our community.
Presbyterions have long believed in the
possibility of @ community founded on the
reliance upon God s grace ond dedicoted 1o
the manitestation ‘among all persons of the
compassion and justice of God, as
experienced by humankind in Jesus Christ

Looking towards this gool we rejoice
with Eagle Lake os she celebrotes the good

in her, we urge reconciliation in those
areas where she hos been deficient, and
we look forward 1o the renewal of our

entire communily os we all strive Yo moke
Eagle Loke o better ploce ftor all her
Cinhzens




